
GAA Dinner Dance
Back: Geraldine Stapleton, David O’Donoghue, Marie Maher, 

Deirdre Hession, Anne Connors, J.P. Stakelum and Gerry Stapleton
Front: Michael Carroll and Michael Kinane

Stapleton’s, Pallas
Mary, Rita, Sadie, Mary, Geraldine and Ann
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First Cousins
Mark Rabbitte, Marissa and Orla Kinane

Rory and Darragh Kinane (in front)

The Hallowed Ground
Michael Clohessy, Willie Stapleton and Joe Loughnane on a visit to Old Trafford.

Nora McGrath, Chapel Street

Mick Joe O’Dwyer, Currabaha

94 Faces and Places



Minnie Mott, Peter Dwyer, Josie Quinn
(standing) and Ellen Quinn,

all residents of St. Brigid’s Villas.

Wool Market in McDonagh Square - 1960s
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Mary Walsh, Chapel Street, Mary Gleeson, Glenkeen and 
Lizzie Patterson, Lower Street

Lar Brien, Ann Kearney, Phil Maher, 
Eileen Glasheen and Gerard Ryan, Cooleen

Harry Groome, Noreen Carroll, Rory Kinane, Breda Cullen,
Michael Carroll, Joan Kinane, Bill Carroll, 

Pauline Carroll, Tim Carroll and Denis Carroll

96 Faces and Places



Saving hay the old way
Dan Ryan, Main Street with his cousin Con Ryan, Grange

At the Sandtrap
Mary Barry, Knockanevin, Margaret Stapleton, 

Maureen Ryan, St. Brigid’s Villas and Nora Harty

Four Tradesmen from Lower Street
Bill Meagher - Cobbler, Michael Carroll - Tailor,

Tom Maher - Cobbler and James Coffey - Publican
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Marissa and Orla Kinane, Nenagh Road 
pictured in Pallas Street

Phil Maher, Liam Stapleton, Pat Stakelum, T.F. Stapleton, 
Mick Collins and Neil O’Dwyer, pictured at a training session in the Park.

Shanahan’s of Curnaboula
Tommy Shanahan and Eva Ryan 
with Pat Shanahan in her arms.

98 Faces and Places



Back: Rev. John O’Neill, John Gleeson, Mick Gleeson and Canon Frank Davin PP
Front: Mary and Peggy Gleeson, pictured at the opening of M & J Gleeson’s

Guinness Bottling Plant in Pallas Street, 1967.

Joe Stapleton, Pecker Dunne, Lar Smith and Oliver McSherry pictured in Ballybunion

Maura Ryan (nee Delaney), Tom Costello, Bridie Ryan, Finnahy, Tom Ryan,
Knockanure, Mai Kenny and Tim Ryan, Rathcarden pictured at a dance in the 1950s.
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William Donnelly on horseback

Past Pupils are Ordained to the Priesthood
Declan McInerney, Glenkeen and Thomas Lanigan-Ryan, Main Street pictured here with Padraig O’Shea, 

Principal of St. Joseph’s College after their ordination to the priesthood in 1994.

100 Faces and Places



Seamus Hynes, Castleview and Sonny Delaney, 
Main Street, brother of Paddy Delaney

Sacred Heart Church

John Stakelum, Michael Kinane
and Jimmy Stapleton pictured outside 

Josie Kinane’s shop, Pallas Street.
Note: Raleigh Chopper bicycle in the background.
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Martin Ryan, Chapel St. whose wife Winnie
ran a drapery shop in Chapel Street.

U/12 Football North Final
Ivan Kelly, David O’Connor, Jody Harkin and John Sadlier

First Cousins - 2001
Back: Gemma Mockler, Trevor Groome, 

Maria Mockler and Wayne O’Mahony 
Front: Lisa O’Mahony and Tommy Mockler

102 Faces and Places



Mary Lanigan-Ryan congratulates Tommy Dunne, Captain of the Tipperary team who won the 
All-Ireland Hurling Final in 2001. Tommy’s mother Reecie (nee Groome) hails from Borrisoleigh.

Howard Family, Glenbreeda
Con, Bridie, Lar, Ger and Margaret (Snr)

Margaret (Jnr) in front
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Official opening of the new St. Joseph’s College - 1986
His Grace Archbishop Dermot Clifford, Padraig O’Shea, Principal, 

Minister Mary O’Rourke and Matthew Shinnors, Architect

Traveller’s Camp, Summerhill - 1960s
note: the old style horse-drawn wagon

104 Faces and Places



Bunratty Castle 
Billy Ryan Murray, Bunratty Singer, Paddy Prior, Fitzmaurice Ryan, Ileigh,

Margaret Ryan, The Glebe and Paddy Ryan Murray

Kit Ryan, Chapel Street, Ann O’ Dwyer, Marion Spillane, Anna Maher, 
Bernie O’ Dwyer, Geraldine Kenny and Bobby Stapleton, 

pictured in McDonagh Square in the late 1960s.

Francis Patterson, Lios Pádraig and 
Thomas Walsh, Chapel Street at the youth club.
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Delaney Family, Rathmoy
Back: Michael, Sean, Ollie and Timmy 

Front: John and Nora

Marie Cowan, Mick Cowan, T.F. and Biddy Stapleton, Rev. Jim Power, 
Rev. Roy O’Donovan, Larry Ryan, Phil Harty and Noel O’Dwyer, 

pictured at a fundraising American Tea Party in The Ragg Lounge, 1987.

106 Faces and Places



Mary Maher and Nonie Bourke 
both from Cullohill going to Mass in Ileigh.

Paddy Doyle, John McGrath, Timmy Ryan, Ileigh, Francis Collins, 
Michael Ryan, Pallas and Noel O’Dwyer, pictured at a training session in 1986.
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Michael Delaney, Sheila Delaney, Eileen Treacy, Peggy Maher and Timmy Delaney, 
pictured at the launch of ‘A Century of GAA in Borrisoleigh’ in 1986.

Lizzie Patterson, Lower Street on the accordian.
Lizzie was a well-known accordian player who played at many 

parish outings in days gone by. She was also a grand-aunt 
of the famous tenor Frank Patterson.

108 Faces and Places



..... and Br. Albert Small

Lorraine, Peg and Tim McLoughney, all from Glentane

Bridget and Tim Ryan, Ballyroan
Tim was a noted hurler, winning an 

All-Ireland medal in 1951. Bridget is sister
to famous hurler Pat Stakelum, Thurles.
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John Lanigan-Ryan who was a member of
the Tipperary team who were invited to

travel to Brussels in 1910 to give an
exhibition of hurling. He was also the winner
of two Junior All-Ireland medals in 1913 and

1915, as was his brother Tom.

Dancing in the Marion Hall in the 1970s

110 Faces and Places



Kathleen Finn, Rathmoy, pictured here with her husband D.H. Ryan, 
Clonoulty/Rossmore, a founding member of the G.A.A.

Ned Ryan, Rathcarden and Philly Ryan, Gortalough
Both won All-Ireland medals, Ned in 1950 and 1951,

Philly in 1937, 1945 and 1951.
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Phil Maher, Johnny Maher, 
Josie Maher, (Snr.), Pat Maher and 

Josie Maher (in front) all from Cullohill

Martin Fogarty, Evelyn Fogarty, Tommy Foley and Declan Foley, 
all from Currabaha

Paddy Maher, Ned Cullen, Jim Quinn, Dickie Nolan, 
Gretta Maher and Michael Maher, pictured in Cork for Tipperary Hurling Match.

112 Faces and Places



Henry Groome, Danny Ryan, John F. Kennedy, Donal Hurley, 
George Ryan, Don Ryan and Michael Stapleton, 

pictured at the Funraising Cycle for the Playground in September 2004.

Mary Spillane and Molly Stapleton, Pallas
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Dr. Joan Power Kenny, Raymond Smith, Lar Long, Paddy Delaney and Eddie Long 
pictured at the launch of “A Century of GAA in Borrisoleigh” in 1986.

The Convent of Mercy, Pallas Street under construction in the 1930s. 
It was built on the site of a former Fairgreen.

114 Faces and Places



The Leahy Family
John, Tom, Maureen, Rose (holding Anne), Rosalee and Tommy

Phibby Kenny and Paddy Harty pictured here in front
of Nelson’s Pillar. Paddy won a Junior All-Ireland

medal in 1926 and as Captain in 1930. 
His brother Tom also won a medal in 1930.
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O’Neill Family, Lower Street
Marie, Shane, Tara, Tom, Joan with Hugh (on her lap)

Tom, a native of Armagh served as a vet here for many years.

Mick Connors, Joe Stapleton and Garda Brendan Edwards

Neddy Madden, Glentane

116 Faces and Places



Stakelum Family, Main Street
Back: Claire, Richard, Pat, Ann, John and Conor

Seated:Angela (holding Robbie), Mary, Margaret, Conor (holding Angela) and 
Tom (in front). Conor ran a hardware shop where O’Dwyer’s Butcher’s Shop is today.

Marion Campion outside Whyte’s Shop Main Street,
across the road from where The Lantern Innis today.
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Tom Ryan and Ann Small both from Rathcarden Paddy Walsh, Chapel St.
Paddy kept a horse and cart for council work.

Back: Paddy Ryan Murray, Billy Ryan Murray, Tommy Prior and Bill Prior
Front: Chris Ryan Murray, Bridget Meagher, 

Eileen Ryan Murray and Sheila Stapleton
This group was pictured before a fancy dress dance. 

These dances were popular in the 1940s and the 1950s.

118 Faces and Places



Matt Stapleton, Pallas Cross with his son Tim, 
grandfather and uncle respecively of Matt - proprietor

of Stapleton’s Pub, Cross of Pallas today.

Maggie Stapleton and Molly Stapleton, Roo, ....., Ned Loughnane, Chapel Street and 
Margaret Ryan at the wheel of an old Citreon car.
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Stapleton’s Bar in the 1980s
Biddy Stapleton, Jimmy Dunne, Mick Cowan (at back), Joe Prior, Tommy Ryan (Kirwan),

Connie Stapleton, Sean Kenny, Martin Ryan and Kerry Olson, an Australian visitor

Cliodhna Bourke, Robert Buckley, Miriam Buckley, 
Sean Bourke, Cathal Bourke and Joseph Buckley all from Rathmoy, 

pictured on Cathal and Joseph’s First Holy Communion Day.

120 Faces and Places



McDonagh Park, Nenagh
T.F. ,Michael and Matt Stapleton, 

Pallas Cross

Joe Kinane, Gortnahalla, Mai Stapleton (nee Kinane), Pallas Lower and 
Liz Stapleton, Pallas Cross

Mick Joe O’Dwyer, Philly Ryan, Gortalough, Rev. J.C. Ryan and 
Neddy Ryan, Gortalough pictured at a function in the late 1940s.

Borrisoleigh & Ileigh             121



Following the Hunt
Tom Younge and Tom Joe Spillane 

Cathal and Ruairí O’Connell, Gurteeny

122 Faces and Places



Swimming at Cappanilly 
This river is behind Shanahan’s Foodmarket.

Ileigh Church
The foundation stone was laid for this church in 1826. It has always been simply known as “Ileigh Church”.

It was built in the style known as a “Barn Church” - there are no windows on one side of the main aisle. 
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School Days
Aoife Stapleton, Rathmoy, Niamh McGrath, Greenlawn, and 

Eimear Stapleton, Knockanevin attending St. Theresa’s N.S. in 1998.

John Finn pictured  outside 
the Sacred Heart Church.

124 Faces and Places



Young’s of Rusheen
John, Mary, Catherine (holding Marie Smith), Mary and Tim.

In front: Martin and Tom

Pat and Patricia Maher, Cullohill

Cleaning in progress at the Sandtrap
Council workers opening the trap-door at the Sandtrap, to facilitate the removal of the sand and gravel.
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Carey Family, Kilfithmone
Back: Paddy, Kathy and Tom Ryan, Springfield

Front: Mary, Pat, Bill and Johnny

Ned Patterson, Lios Pádraig
Child on the left: Bernie O’Dwyer

Ned was a well-known character - not afraid of a hard day’s work.
He was also a great musician who readily took part in a ‘seisiún’.

126 Faces and Places



Claire and Eddie (holding Claire) Hurley,
Upper Main Street

Chris Donnelly, Chapel Street 
with her grandson Barry

The Castle
Group of Borrisoleigh children pictured on the bridge
in Chapel Street - in front of the castle - a deBurgo

fortress which was a 15th century tower house. 
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Céilí Band
Back: Francis Spillane, Kathleen Harty, Mary Spillane, Marie O’Driscoll, Noelie Maher and Tomás Maher

Front: Sean Kelly, Johnny Maher and Hannie Spillane

Carmel, Maeve and Helen Murray, Main Street

128 Faces and Places



Maureen O’Dwyer, Pallas Street, Bridget Ryan, Ballyroan and Eileen Ryan, Rathcarden

Cooke’s Pond
Standing on ice are Fitz Chadwick and Paddy Murray
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Outside Harty’s, Upper Main Street
Mick Smith, Tom Bourke, Tom Harty, Paddy Harty
Note: old Shell petrol pump. This shop was situated 

where the Harty Family live today.

What do you think?
Back: Ann Stapleton (nee Dunne), Mary Patterson (nee Stapleton), 

Ann Droney and Bridie Kennedy 
Front: Kathleen Carroll, Winifred Ryan and Ellen Quinn
All of the above were neighbours in St. Brigid’s Villas.

130 Faces and Places



Back: Bridget Ryan
Middle: Ann Maher, Marion Ryan, Kathleen Harty and Pat Kinane
Front: Breda Stapleton, Ger Ryan, Josie Stapleton and Mai Cullen

Jimmy Finn presents Ollie Delaney with the Parish League Winning Trophy.
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Patricia Ryan, Principal of Fantane School 1975 - 2004

Willie Kelly driving the first truck in Kelly’s of Fantane - 1965
Make of truck: Commer - Reg. No. HFI 703

132 Faces and Places



Tony Ryan, Chapel Street, Connie Stapleton and Gus Ryan, Templederry, 
pictured outside the old bakery which was situated behind Stapleton’s Bar.

William Donnelly and Sean McCormack, 
both members of the North Tipperary U/14 Team 2004.

Confirmation Day
Jim Ryan, Lower Street and David Stapleton
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Jimmy Chadwick and Tim Clohessy

Fair Day Scene, Pallas Street

134 Faces and Places



Maeve Murray outside Murray’s Shop on Main Street.

Pictured at the opening of the Playground in June 2004 are Joey and Christine O’Dwyer,
Main Street, Tina Lyons, Main Street and Patricia Ryan, Gurteeny.

Donal and Sean Ryan, Rathmoy
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Niamh and Ciara Lyons, Upper Main Street The Master at his desk!
Michael Small N.T., who began his teaching career in 

Fantane N.S. subsequently served as principal 
of Borrisoleigh Boy’s N.S. (old and new)

Under 14B County Champions 2003
Back: Statia Treacy, David O’Brien, Philly Bourke, Conor Walsh, Pat Kavanagh, Jason Fahey, Rory Ryan, 

Damien Corcoran, Cathal Bourke, Paul Maher, Cian O’ Mahony, Barry Donnelly, William Donnelly, Brendan Maher, 
Joseph Buckley, Tim Dunne, Thomas Fahy, Damien Dunne, Philomena Maher, Lorcan Ryan, Fitzmaurice Ryan and Paul McGrath

Front: Jack O’Donnell, John Ryan, Jamie Treacy, Mossy Shanahan, Tommy Kavanagh, Benny Harkins, Gearóid Kent, 
Daniel Ryan, James Tynan, James Maher, Tommy Mockler, Chris Treacy, Sean Bourke, Stephen Williams and Aidan Walsh

Missing from photo; Seán and Dan McCormack

136 Faces and Places



Eddie Kenny with his Standard Vanguardwhich was bought new in 1949 for £630

Conor and Nicole Walsh, Pallas Street Martin and Peggy Kennedy, Clonismullen
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Fair Day
Man in front: John Delaney, Rathmoy. Note: McCarthy’s Shop in background

Back: Valerie Kenny, Marissa Kinane 
and Vera Delaney

Front: Irene Kenny and Dominica Ryan

Margaret, Mary and Jack Butler, Pallas

Anna Carroll and Josie Quinn, 
St. Brigid’s Villas

138 Faces and Places



Johnny Treacy with his nephew 
Johnny Treacy, Dromtarsna on his 

Confirmation Day

100th Birthday Celebrations
Billy Cummins, Johanna Ryan with her daughter Anna Cummins
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Communion Day 1976
Back: Sr. Michael

Front: Lorraine Glasheen, Deirdre Maher, Sheila Kenny, Frances Whyte, Gina Kenny, 
Tara O’ Neill, Madeline Lanigan-Ryan and Noel Lanigan-Ryan

On the Mouth Organ
Jack Russell, Summerhill

Main Street 1960s
Noel O’ Dwyer, Michael Ryan, Main St.,
Matt Vahey and Joseph Kenny (on bike)

140 Faces and Places



Agricultural Show
Jimmy Ryan, Knockbrack on tractor.

Jim Stapleton, Kilfithmone Frank Kennedy, Pharmacist, who served the local community for
over 50 years from his premises, The Medical Hall, Main Street.

Borrisoleigh & Ileigh            141  



Haulie and Mai Kennedy, 
St. Brigid’s Villas

Seamus Tynan, Rathmoy and Martin Ryan, The Glebe

Golf Prizewinners
Christy Reid, Glentane, Michael Ryan, Knockanure and P.J. Ryan, Towerhill

142 Faces and Places



Neil Stapleton and Phil Bradshaw

Eamonn McGrath, Knockanevin and Mai Kennedy, St. Brigid’s Villas
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1940s
Rev. John and Rev. Michael Gilmartin, Grangelough

Con and Alice Ryan, Grange

144 Faces and Places



Bishop Joseph Shanahan’s Monument marking the doorway to his house in Glenkeen.
Also pictured on right: Bishop Joseph Shanahan’s Prayer for the cause of his Beatification.
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Bishop Joseph Shanahan 
(1871-1943)



Fair Day Scene, McDonagh Square

Anne Patterson and Nellie O’Driscoll (nee Maher) 
with baby Joanne Patterson

146 Faces and Places



Kelly Family, St. Brigid’s Villas
Back: Tomás and Sheila
Front: Mary and Denis

Tom McGrath, Greenlawn, Liam Stapleton, Chapel Street and Michael Stapleton, Knockanure
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Drama Club - perform ‘ Riders to the Sea’ in the 1970s
Back: Olive Carey, Rory O’ Dwyer, James Slattery, Joe Boyle, Tom Brien, Margaret Stapleton and Michael Carey.

Front: Mary Groome, Ann Collins, Mary Boyle, Catherine Boyle and Eileen Glasheen

Bridie McSherry S.R.N. who resided at Pallas Street c. 1910
Thomas and Mary Leahy, Currabaha

148 Faces and Places



Senior Citizen’s Party in the 1970s
Back: Katie Tynan, Moira Kavanagh, Lal Ryan, Mary Ryan, Annette Collins, Josie Brady, Maureen O’Dwyer, 

Sarah Costello, Mai Maher, Eileen Boyle and Bridie Shanahan
Middle: Mary Ryan, Eileen Ryan, Rathcarden, Rev. Tom Kennedy, Maura Ryan, Pallas, Mary Walsh and Margaret Buckley 

Front: Maureen Ryan, Angela McSherry, Noreen McGrath, Sarah Shanahan, Anna Gilmartin and Mary Carroll  

Joanne Cowan and Gráinne O’Donnell 
outside Stapleton’s Bar, Main Street.

Eimear Ryan, Currabaha and Áine Lynch, Knockanure
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Bobby Ryan ready for action in his milking parlour in Ballyroan.

Jimmy Slattery, Pallas Street

Gerry Ryan (trainer), Michael Browne, John Slattery, Tom Ryan, Pallas Street 
and Con Kennedy, who won  The County Novice Cross Country Championship 

in 1995. This was a unique achievement. 

150 Faces and Places



Marie Ryan, Mount George brings her niece to visit Santa.

Tara, Margaret and Jean Tierney

Senior Citizen’s Outing to Bunratty Castle
Josie Maher, Nonie Kennedy, Mary Ryan, Corner House and Ellie Shanahan
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U/16 B County Final 1991
Back: John Cummins, Sean Prior, Thomas Ryan, Seamus Maher, Denis Kelly, Conor Ryan, Trevor Groome and Philip Rabbitte

Front: Conrad Kennedy, Michael Ryan, Mark Stapleton, Liam Small, Jimmy Ryan, Robbie Stakelum and Sean Maher

Local Hurling Hero
Ned Ryan, Rathcarden kisses the Bishop’s ring 

while Christy Ring looks on. 
Ned won All-Ireland Medals in 1950 and 1951.

Young’s of Rusheen
Back: Seamus and Peggy 

Front: Nora and Sr. Catherine 

152 Faces and Places



Scór na nÓg County and Munster Ballad Group Winners - early 1980s
Gina Kenny, Irene Kenny, Valerie Kenny, T.J. Hogan and Sheila Kenny

The Dancing Hurler!
Sarah Cowan

Jack Costello, Currabaha and Tom Ryan, Rathcarden
at Bunratty Folk Museum.
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At the Seaside
Rena, Seamus, Sean and Clodagh Ryan, Rathmoy

Lower Street
Teresa Coffey, Eileen Delaney pictured beside 
Lizzie Patterson’s mural at Lizzy’s residence.

Gleeson Family, Glenbreeda
Peggy (holding Teresa), Pauline, Denis, Chris, Kathleen,

Phena, Mary (holding Michael) with their parents, Kathleen
and James (at the back)

154 Faces and Places



Delia McGrath, Joe Stapleton, Linda and Jim Stapleton

School Days are Best
Back: Eimear Stapleton, Aoife Stapleton, Ciara Stapleton, Grace Prior, 

Nicole Walsh, Ciara Burke, Maria Ryan and Niamh Lyons
Front: Christine Kenny, Cliondha Bourke, Niamh McGrath, Clare Kavanagh, Mari Ryan, 

Noirín Stapleton, Aine Bailey, Louise Fahy and Siobhan Bailey
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Shanahans, The Bridge, Chapel Street
Back: Tim Shanahan, Kit Quinlan, Judy Nugent, Tim Quinlan, Margaret Quinlan, Frances and Gillian Doherty

Front: Ann Ryan, Una Culbert, Tom Shanahan, Teasie Bourke and Pat Shanahan

Tom Williams 
The building contractor for Sacred Heart Church 1892, 

who resided at Coolataggle.

Twin Youngs, Rusheen
Tom and John

156 Faces and Places



A Snowy Morning in Glenanogue - 1940s
Connie Stapleton, Dinny Maher, Jack O’ Shea, Jimmy Chadwick, Paddy Kenny, 

Eddie Kenny (with greyhound), Paddy Carey and Paddy Bourke

Old Time Shop
Ben Finn, Main Street

Mattie Crowley, Chapel Street
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Ryan’s of Coolataggle
Emily, Pamela, Julie and Irene

Lord Mayor Candidates with their Sponsors - late 1970s
Back: Biddy Stapleton, Pallas Cross, Biddy Stapleton, Main St., 

Tony Maher, Sarah Shanahan, Jimmy Coffey and Don Ryan   
Front: Tom Young, Sean Kenny, Tom Tierney, 

Delia Ryan, Ned Harty and Paddy Fanning

158 Faces and Places



Ryan Family, Rathmoy
Back: Jack and Andy

Front: Martin and Donal

Josie Bourke and Margaret Stapleton
both from Chapel Street

Fantane School Photograph (1975 - 1976)
Back: Kathleen O’Dwyer, Josephine Ryan, Eilish Ryan, Breda O’ Dwyer, Ann Ryan, 

Mrs. Ryan (Teacher), Joseph Corcoran, Gerard Treacy, Breda Corcoran, Breda Ryan and Margaret Ryan 
Middle: Jim Fitzgerald, Francis O’ Dwyer, Theresa O’ Dwyer, Bernie Ryan, Hannah Fitzgerald, 

Eilish O’ Dwyer, Marie Hodgins, Theresa Hodgins, Kieran Fitzgerald, William Hodgins and Pat Treacy 
Front: Noreen O’ Dwyer, Christina O’ Dwyer and Geraldine Ryan
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Retirement Function at St. Theresa’s N.S.
Maura Daly pictured here on the occasion of her retirement from St Theresa’s N.S. 

Maura was also principal of Ileigh School for many years
Back: Kathleen Ryan, Rev. Nicholas Irwin, Tom Ryan, 

Gerry Daly, Mary Butler, Michael Carey and Mary Bourke
Front: Susan Hoare, Principal, Maura Daly and Very Rev. Dan Joe Ryan P.P.

Confirmation Day in Borrisoleigh - 1969
Back: Richie Tynan, Sean Guest, Brendan Kenny, Noel Kent and Joe Shortt.

Third row: Tim Ryan, Eugene Shortt, Paddy Butler, D.J. Ryan, Martin Treacy and Donal O’ Driscoll 
Second row:Michael Carroll, Thomas Leahy, Jim O’ Dwyer, 

Gerard Kearney, Jonnhy Vahey, Martin Ryan, John Cahill and Dick Barrow (Teacher)
Front: Martin Connors, Gerard Kent, Gerard Boyle, John Tynan, Pat Treacy and Andy Ryan

160 Faces and Places



Jimmy Ryan (The Garage) pictured here 
with Jack Grey’s new car 1957

Mick Prior, St. Brigid’s Villas

Ryan Family of Ballyroan - Christmas Morning
Back: Tim, Bridget (holding John) and Dympna 

Middle: Martin Ryan, The Glebe, Pat, Tim and Angela 
Front: Eamon, Aidan and Bobby 

Four Generations of the Kennedy Family
Mary Hackett, Bridget Kennedy and 
Margaret Ryan holding baby Bridget
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Jimmy Magee All Stars - Fundraising Event 1980s
Back: Joe Hayes, Seamus Hynes, Aidan Ryan, Michael Smith, Ken Hogan,

Bobby Ryan, Conor Stakelum, Declan Carr, 
Michael Lowry, Matt Stapleton and Jimmy Finn 

Front: Rev. George Burke, John McGrath, 
Mick Cowan, Pat Fox, Micky Patterson, Liam Devaney, Sean Kenny

162 Faces and Places

Rathmoy Pump
Seamus and Clodagh Ryan, Rathmoy



Scór na nÓg
Back: Sinead Stapleton, Helen Carroll, Eoin Stapleton, Carol Bradshaw, 
Nuala Stapleton, Elaine Kenny, Lorraine O’Dwyer, ....., Declan Maher, 

Michelle Maher, Vincent Stapleton, Maria Ryan and   ..... O’ Regan
Front: Marguerite Ryan, Martin Maher, Bernadette Stapleton, 

Seamus Farrell, Ann Kenny and Pierce Ryan

Development Association Competition Prizewinners - 2000
Back: Paul McGrath, Lorcan Ryan, Brendan Maher, Gearoid Kent and Michael Ryan 

Front: Nora O’Brien, Moira Ryan, Sarah Maher, Noreen Treacy, Gráinne Fahey and Cliodhna Bourke
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L.D.F. Band - 12th August 1944
Back: Unknown Soldier, Andy Ryan and Paddy Ryan, 

Johnny McDonnell, Martin Ryan, Jim Quinn and Bill Connors 
Middle: Vincent Kearney, Joe Prior, Dan (Barry) Ryan, Phil Crowley and Liam Maher 
Drummers: Tom Bourke, Paddy Walsh, Eddie Finn, Owen Walsh and Jimmy Bourke

At front: Jerry Crowley and Paddy Connors

Borrisoleigh and Inch Mid-Junior Hurling Champions 1926
Back: Ned Burns (Trainer/Coach), Andy Ryan,(Boula), 

Pat Loughnane, Jack Kenny, Tom Delaney, Con Kennedy, 
Tom Ryan Lanigan and Jack Ryan Lanigan (Selector)

Middle: Jim Devaney, Pakie Finn, Mick Mack and Joe Ryan (F)
Front: Tom Harty, Din Shea, Mick Smyth, Pat Harty and Ned Long

164 Faces and Places



Ileigh School
Back: Dick Barrow (Teacher), Liam Kennedy, Seamus Bourke, 

Michael Stapleton, Liam Corbett, Willie Shanahan, Tom Maher and Seamus Corbett
Middle: Tom Shanahan, P.J. Bourke, Phil Maher, Pat Maher, 

Billy Ryan Murray, John Costello, T.F. Stapleton and Paul Kennedy
Front: John Young, Sean Kelly, Brendan Kennedy, Timmy Ryan and Tom Young

Ileigh School
Back: Kathleen Young, Maura Kelly, Mary Young, Benny Ryan and Eileen Corbett
Middle: Chris Ryan, Geraldine Kelly, Breda Dunne, Angela Ryan, Marie Kinane, 
Sadie Quinlan, Noreen Carey, Bernadette Corbett and Carmel Hogan (Teacher)

Front: Josephine Kennedy, Anna Ryan, Irene Kelly, Bridget Young, 
Marie Ryan, Nonie Bourke and Mary Teresa Corbett
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Reunion of Borrisoleigh Team of the 1960s
Back: John Gleeson, Joe Prior, Gerry Ryan, Pat Ryan, Garrangrena, 

Johnny Loughnane, Jim Molumby, Paddy Loughnane and Paddy Delaney
Front: Matt Stapleton, Lar Long, Mick Connors, George Kinane, Paddy Hammond and Tom Tierney

Borrisoleigh National School in the Mid 1930s
Front: Martin Treacy, Johnny Treacy and Gerry Crowley

Second row:Willie Connors, Frankie Stapleton, Austin Kearney, 
Jim Stapleton, Tommy Hewitt, Mick Prior and Tommy Gleeson

Third row: Pakie Stapleton, Bill McCormack, Billy Ryan (M), Johnny Stapleton,
Connie Stapleton, Donal Maher and Mick Shanahan

Back: Jim Prior, Phil O’Dwyer, Seamus Stapleton, Billy Stapleton, 
Jim Quinn, Phibby Kenny and Sean Kenny

166 Faces and Places



Mid Tipperary Senior Football Champions - 1910
Back: E. Finn, D. Maher, James Coffey, P. Loughnane, John Lanigan,

M. Ryan, P. Berkery, J. Casey and John Young 
Middle: Jack Byrnes, P. Patterson, W. Delaney, F. Bourke and P. Dunne 

Front: T. Lanigan, Tom Maher, Matt Delaney, Denis Finn, J. Hammond and J. McGrath

Presentation to The Incoming Officers of Borrisoleigh Coursing Club  
Back: Mick Cowan, Joan Bourke, John Bourke, Mary Kiely, Seamus Bourke, Mary Boyle, Thomas Spillane, 

Margaret Hodgins, Bud Hodgins, Frances Tierney, Martin McCormack, Joe Kinnane, Gerry Kinane and John Harty
Front: Jim Stapleton, Tom Tierney, Austin Kelly, Philly Bourke (Chairman), 

Dickie Nolan, Matt Stapleton, Brendan Kenny (Secretary), Tom Costello and Tom Kiely 
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First Lotto Winner in the Marian Hall Draw
Back: Michael Donoghue, Michael Maher, Kathleen Ryan, Seamus Ryan, Liam O Mahony, Jim Farrell and Timmy McSherry

Middle: Rev. Jimmy O’Donnell, Bernie Stapleton, Josie Treacy, Margaret Madden (at the back), 
Anne ….., Norah Butler, Nancy Harkins and Liam Stapleton

Front: Gerry Ryan, Noirín Horrigan (winner), Sadie Tynan and Kathleen Kennedy

Family Reunion
Back: Teresa Maher, Noreen Fahy, Louise Fahy, Elaine Maher, 
Thomas Fahy, Michael Hogan, Vera Hogan and Cathal Hogan 

Front: James Maher, Michael Hogan, Ciaran Maher, Nancy Hogan, 
Jack Hogan, Aideen Hogan and John Hogan
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Elizabeth Ryan, FishmoyneNonie O’Dwyer and Maura Ryan, Coarsepark

Tom Maher, Owen Darmody and Mick Darmody (fuel merchants)
Note: Old Dispensary in background in Pallas Street.

Pallas Street in the 1950s
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Sean Kenny with his hands full!

Old Rathmoy Bridge (Built in 1746)
Pictured here before road improvements.
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First Solo Flight - 1954
Jimmy Chadwick, Main Steet, an aeroplane enthusiast, after completing his first solo flight.

The Music Makers
Back: Nora Burns, Eileen Ryan Murray, 

Bridget Meagher, Mary Maher and Billy Ryan Murray
In front: Tom Leahy

Eileen Bunyan, Matty White, Josie Shanahan, 
Jimmy Chadwick, John Kelly, Barnane and Bill Prior

Borrisoleigh Golfers in Spain
Joseph Kenny, Pat Kavanagh, Philly Bourke, Francis Spillane, 

..., Mattie Cronin, Raphael Ryan and Jim Hession
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Burke’s of Kylecrue c. 1900
Parents John and Bridget with sons Paddy, Jim, and Charlie, and daughters Nora, Katie, Annie, Ellie, Josie, Mary and Winnifred.

Ann and Liam Stapleton, Chapel Street.
with Pat and Patricia Kearney, Rathmoy

Teresa, Michael, John and Noreen Hogan Mick Barry, Glenbreeda and
Dick Maher, Glenmore
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....., John B. Keane, Paul Boyle, Philly Bourke and Kieran Finn 

A Winner out of Rathmoy
James Biscuit Boland, Toby’s Friend(horse), 

Chrissie Ryan, Pat Hurley and .....

Agnes Hammond, Liam Devaney 
and Elsie Daly

Joan, Anna and Liam Corbett, Fantane
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County Champions - 1950
Back: Fr. Ryan, Philly Ryan, Jim Quinn, Paddy Ryan Murray, Jim Costello, P.O., Ned Ryan, Rathcarden, 

Joe Ryan, Raphael Ryan, Donal Meagher, Billy Stapleton(S), Paddy Kenny and Sean Kenny
Front: Dick Blake, Mick Joe Dwyer, Eddie Finn, Phibby Kenny, Phil Maher, Phil Crowley, Tom Ryan Murray, 

Johnson Hackett, Hugh Bourke, Jimmy Finn and Jim Devaney
Sitting: Jimmy Coffey, Martin Ryan (Knockanure) and Pakie Costello (Pallas)

174 Faces and Places

Neighbours in St. Brigid’s Villas
Ellen Quinn and Kathleen Carroll



County Fleadh, Borrisoleigh - 2000
Christine Kenny, Siobhan Bailey, Louise Fahy, Niamh Lyons and Maria Ryan

Communion Day
Timmy Ryan, Ileigh
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Late 1950s in the Boys’ Old National School, Main Street
Back: Michael Delaney, Michael O’ Meara, Ned Gleeson, Oliver Kent and Noel O’ Dwyer

Front: Fitz Chadwick, Bill Carroll and Pat Harty

Dublin Captain, Jim Prior, Pallas Street receives 
the Leinster Senior Hurling Cup in 1952.
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McDonagh Square 1960s
Note: Clodagh Bar on the left (formerly Ryan Murray’s) and on the right The Medical Hall which was owned by the Bunyan family.

Kenny Family
Back: Sean and Sheila

Front: Brendan, John and Joseph
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Aidan Walsh, Pallas Street and Patrick Donnelly, Glenkeen

Cumann na mBan
Máire Ní Shioghair (Mary Searson), Castlequarter in full uniform.

Mary Kenny and Mary Smith
Mary Smith ran a grocery business and guesthouse where the

entrance to the carpark is today.
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Aerial View of Main Street in the 1950s
Note: Old chapel on the extreme right.

After Mass
Patrick Finn, Jim Ryan (Clerk), Tim Stapleton, The Cross, 

Tom Stapleton, Kilfithmone, Jim Devaney,
Jim Ryan and Jim Kennedy, Rathmoy
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Borrisoleigh Red Cross (1939-1946)
Back: Annie Ryan, Bridget Harrington, Josie Stapleton, Eileen Ryan Murray, Nora Byrnes, Mary Meagher, Peg Kelly, 

Mary McCormack, Josie Kennedy, Gertie Delaney and John Finn
Middle: Brigid McCormack, Bridget Hynes, J. Healy, Mai Bourke, Jane Chadwick, 

Dr. Vincent Power, Kathleen Coffey, Bridget Morris and Bridie Purcell 
Front: Tommy Kelly, Mary Dwan, Josie Godfrey, Mai Ryan, Nora Fitzgibbon, Ms. Delaney and Owen Darmody

Outside Ileigh Church
Mary Kennedy, Sarah Kennedy and Tom Young

Note: in the background former school and in later years a shop,
which has since been demolished.

Tom McSherry, Pallas Street 
(1887-1969)
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At the Spring Show
Mick Collins, Jimmy Bourke, Annette Loughnane and Brendan Maher

Phil, Lauren, Trevor and Mary Butler Ryan, Aughvolyshane Ryan Sisters, Grangelough
Back: Sr. Margaret (Josie)and Mary

Front: Sr. Germona (Nan) and Sr. Mary Thomas (Gretta)
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Aerial View of Main Street - late 1940s

On the Bodhrán
John Bradshaw
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A Familiar Sight in the 1960s
Aeroplanes landing at Garrane on Cooke’s farm.

John, Shane, Timothy and Patrick Stapleton, Chapel Street 
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Graduation Day - 1981
Claver Ryan, Knockdonee, Geraldine Carey, Ballydaff and Mary Boyle, Ballyroan 

on the occasion of their graduation from Maynooth.

184 Faces and Places

Sponsored Solo Run for the Juvenile Club - 1998
Jimmy Slattery, Seamus Maher, John Keane, 

Philip Maher and Declan Maher



Aerial photograph of St. Joseph’s College - 1998
Pictured above is the new St. Joseph’s College with older buildings in the foreground 

and the former Convent of Mercy on the right hand side.

At the launch of her book “Meitheal and Meanderings”, 
Josie Tynan pictured with her four daughters.

Back:Maol Muire and Brid 
Front: Siobhan and Catriona

Cooke’s Pond 
Jimmy Chadwick Snr. ice-skating 

(a favourite pastime in days gone by)
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Put a Tiger in your Tank
An Esso petrol promotion in Chadwick’s Main Street in the 1960s. 

Mary Finn, Sr. Nelia (Nora) Connors 
and Johnny Treacy, Rathmoy

Jack Ryan, Pakie Young and Larry Devitt
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Macra na Feirme
Rory O’Dwyer, Gerry Ryan, Cooleen, James Slattery, 

Eileen Glasheen, Lar Brien and Gerry Regan

Jim Shanahan, Upper Street
who was a pilot in the Canadian Airforce.

Younger Days
Tom Joe Spillane, Burkington
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A Quiet Day in Main Street 1960s
Note: T. Murray where the Clodagh Bar is today.

Raphael Ryan, Knockanure, a well-known
greyhound breeder.

Upper Street
Phibby Kenny with his nephew John.

Lower Street in the 1950s
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Man of the Match Award - 1983
Philip Kenny receives his award on winning the North Final.

Retirement Function
Willie Donnelly pictured at his retirement after a lifetime service as postman in the locality. 

He was also a prominent member of the Borrisoleigh Choir. 
Back: Timmy Darcy, Jack Bourke, Con Ryan, Michael McCormack, Tom Ryan (Tim), Mick Kennedy, Ned Carey, 

Tommy Kennedy, Fr. Kennedy, Matt Stapleton, Jimmy Kenny, Michael Harty, Michael Carey, Jim Costello and Willie Joe Kennedy
Middle: Bridget Doolin, Biddy McCormack, Mai Kennedy, Eileen Ryan, Sr. Clavier,  Sr. Mary, Mary Power, Mai Maher and Helen Kelly

Front: Marcella Darcy, Nonie Bourke, Sadie Kavanagh, Norah Butler, Willie Donnelly, Maura Kelly and Mary Prior
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1916 Borrisoleigh Choir
Back: Mother Ignatius, Michael Gleeson, May Matthews, Katie Cadden, Canon Ryan, 
Mrs. Mick Casey, Thomas Delaney (New Birmingham) and Eileen Morris (Mrs. Troy) 

Front: Miss Bradley (Infant Teacher), Hannah O’Shea (Mc Donnell),
Ella Tierney (nee Ryan), Mrs. Summers (Nell Dwan), Mrs. Loughnane (Brigid Harrington) and Willie Gleeson

Mary Stapleton, Kilfithmone and Dinny Shanahan, Upper Street
Dinny was a ‘carter’ with the County Council.

Labhraí the Lamb
Julie and Irene Ryan, Coolataggle
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Back: Ned Finn and John Kearney
Front: Fitz, Nora and Mary Chadwick

McCormack Brothers’ Funeral passing through Borrisoleigh 1910
The brothers were hanged in Nenagh Jail in 1858. 

They were re-interred in their native Loughmore in 1910.
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Josephine Chadwick with her dog Bruno.

Confirmation Day - 2003
Bríd Farrell with His Grace Archbishop Dermot Clifford.

Dancing in the Marion Hall - late 1950s
Natalie Finn, Rathmoy and Joe Stapleton, Main Street
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